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THE GOSPEL AND THE LAW

The teaching Jesus did shows an
obvious connection to the Old Testament.
He said in His mountain sermon: "Do not
think that I came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to
fulfill. "For assuredly, | say to you, till
heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one
tittle will by no means pass from the law
till all is fulfilled. "Whoever therefore
breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches men so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of heaven;
but whoever does and teaches them, he
shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. For | say to you, that unless your
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of
heaven” (Matthew 5:17-20).

Jesus’ appeal to the Old Law had a
special connection to the high Messianic
expectations of the Jews. Jesus was the
true, complete fulfillment of the Law. In
the mountain sermon, He established
Himself as the Messiah of God. The
interpretations by the “fathers” would be
replaced by Christ. His kingdom manifesto
restored the true intent of the Law-an intent
lost by those seeking to establish their own
righteousness. To properly understand the
commandments of God would determine
whether one was less or great in the
kingdom.

Jesus described a righteousness that
exceeded the righteousness of the

Pharisees. The Pharisees were determined
to be righteous; they went so far as to try to
established a righteousness of their own.
An example of this would be their
expansion of the laws surrounding the
observance of the Sabbath. This
commandment from God was an integral
part of Jewish life (cf. Exodus 20:8-11).
While a day of rest would help the
physically tired, the Sabbath reached
beyond, as it helped the Jews focus on God
and His power. Yet, the Pharisees, seeking
greater righteousness, increased the
strictures surrounding the Sabbath (Mark
2:23-28).

How is the righteousness of Jesus
greater than that of the Pharisees? Would it
be in further manipulation of the Law? No,
for that would violate the very thing Jesus
was condemning in His teachings on the
mountain. The foundation of Jesus’
teachings was the Father. "Therefore you
shall be perfect, just as your Father in
heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). The
Father alone has the right to dictate to those
who will follow how they will follow. He
alone determines and explicates the
kingdom of heaven. So, too, Jesus
interpreted the Father’s will. Others might
say this or that, “but | say unto you.” When
we understand that Jesus is speaking and
when we understand what Jesus is teaching,
then we can be citizens of the kingdom of
heaven. Do we really want to be kingdom
citizens? Randy Harshbarger



ETHIOPIAN PREACHING TRIP

Dear Randy,

Sorry for the delay due to failure to check and send email while I was out of Addis and in
Addis. Thank you for sending the support for the preachers. | will do Tagesse’s according to
your instruction. You can scan and down load pictures from your digital camera in Addis. See
you soon! We are going to dismiss David and his crowd Saturday night. They really did
excellent work in their areas. However, your friend David is concerned and expressing his
sympathy for the hard ship that we will be facing with you after few days. We understand that
and we are ready to entertain it patiently. Please pass our regards to Marilyn, Mary Roan and
others whom we have relation in His blood. Zerihun

P.S. The Ethiopian preachers have lots of fun at my expense! rh
FY I : For your information....

Comments in preparation for the Lord’s Supper: March 23, Sandy Slone

Sick: Continue to remember Ronnie Westmoreland, Allan Balch, Marie Fuller, and Nelda
Dyes. Larry Schmidt is home but is to continue his therapy.  Wilbur Lilly has been in
Memorial Hospital with pneumonia. Check on these and see if you can be of any help.

Shut-Ins: J.D. Blankenship; Ethel Burkett; Pauline Hicks; Jimmie Standley; Myrtle McCall;
Wayne Polk: Auline Whitaker. Remember these in your prayers and see if you can be of some
encouragement to them.

Bible Reading Schedule: March 16-Deut. 28, Mark 15:27-47; March 17-Deut. 29,30, Mark 16; March
18-Duet. 31,32, Luke 1:1-23; March 19-Deut. 33,34, Luke 1:24-56; March 20-Joshua 1-3, Luke 1:57-80;
March 21-Joshua 4-6, Luke 2:1-24; March 22-Joshua 7,8, Luke 2:25-52.

Dates to remember: March 23-There will be a Business Meeting for all the men of the
congregation at 5:00 p.m. April 7-11 will be our Lectureship. The theme this year will be
“Studies from the Life of Christ.”” Make your plans to be at each service. Much work goes into
this program by those speakers invited to come. May 2, 3 & 6. The elders have decided to let
Olan Mills do a new pictorial directory. Olan Mills will calling each of you to schedule your
appointment on one of these days.. Look ahead and be prepared to schedule when they call.

The next Ladies” Class will meet March 24 at 7:00 p.m. in the home of Rose Jobe. Derinda
Slone will be teaching Lesson 5 in our book. We encourage all ladies to attend.

Wednesday Evening— March 19 Schedule of Services
Scripture Reading Matt Strode Sunday: Bible Classes 9:30 AM.
1 Song & Invitation Kyle Splann Worship 10:15 A.M.
Exhortation Jim Sevey Worship 6:00 P.M.

Closing Prayer Tommy Goad
Wednesday: Bible Classes 7:00 P.M.




